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The Good News  
Letter  

 DECORUM IN WORSHIP  
 

I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you. You who fear  

the LORD, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! Revere him, all you descendants 

of Israel!    (Psalm 22:22-23) 

 

I saw ñThe Force Awakensò on the IMAX screen at the U.S. Space & Rocket Center on Christmas 

Day. That also happens to be the day that the creek in our subdivision flooded its banks. Our cul-de-

sac was under six inches of water. Staying home, like sensible people would do, wasnôt an option. 

We had paid good money for reserved tickets. So, we waited for the waters to recede to the point 

that we could see our street again, and then we escaped out our subdivisionôs back exit. At one 

point, our progress was blocked by a road covered by water. We did however see other cars cross-

ing it, so we took a chance. 
 

We arrived one hour early for the show and we were the first in line. By the time the movie started, 

there were only a dozen or so empty seats. The lights dimmed, the music swelled, andéa big black 

blotch appeared right in the middle of the screen! After risking life and limb, giving up our precious 

money and time for this once in a lifetime experience, can you imagine how disgusted I was? I 

wonder if any of my fellow moviegoers felt the same way? Maybe they were so excited that they 

didnôt notice, or care. Maybe I just have OCD. But no one got up and walked out of the movie to 

demand their money back.  Thatôs the power of the silver screen (or dome). 
 

How does the experience of attending a house of worship today compare to attending a blockbuster 

movie? Soaring cathedral ceilings sweep onlookers eyes upward. Larger than life sized murals glare 

down on puny people. Lights, lasers and LED screens dazzle the audience. And music from every 

century cascades across the worship space. And yetéthere are blotches. Little Billy whimpers in 

the back. Phones burp and buzz. Bursting bladders break for the bathroom. The music is pitched too 

high/too low/too loud/too soft/it doesnôt play at all because the computerôs frozen. All diabolical 

distractions, worrying the worshipper and messing with the message.  
 

Worship this side of eternity looks a lot like the worshippers ï frazzled and flawed, loaded down 

with unnecessary baggage: ñNo one better tell me I need to change! Itôs all I can do to sit there 

looking straight ahead instead of delivering the evil eye. Does he even know what I had to do to get 

my kids here this morning? If they donôt like the way we dress, thatôs their problem!ò 
 

Decorum in worship today is not what it was a generation ago. But neither is todayôs worship what 

the saints in glory will experience either. Ten thousand times ten thousand raising the rooftops with 

their shouts of praise in holy, selfless devotion to the Lamb at the center of the throne (Rev. 7:17). If 

anyone has a right to complain about our worship, itôs him ï but instead, he keeps extending his 

gentle promises to us every Sunday in Word and Sacrament. His perfect devotion to his Father takes 

the place of our distracted bellyaching, his selfless sacrifice covers up the stain of our discontented, 

ñI didnôt get anything out of that service.ò   
 

This is what keeps Godôs people coming to church and going out into the world. This is what needs 

to be the focus of everyoneôs worship, so I will toss my baggage and be considerate of my fellow 

worshipper. I will park my personal preferences and bite my tongue. I will respect God with both 

my external appearance and my internal attitude, and to the best of my ability I will make wise use 

of the facilities. That way everyone can say, ñI rejoiced with those who said to me, óLet us go to the 

house of the LORD.ôò (Psalm 122:1) 
 

Halfway through the movie, that blotch finally disappeared. Whatever 

it was ï lint or insect, something or someone must have dislodged it. 

How I look forward to the day when the sin that diminishes my ability 

to praise God will no longer distract me. 

  

    Pastor John Roebke 
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First & Third Monday BIBLE STUDY 
by Gary Anthony 

 

We have recently completed a thirteen lesson Bible study on the Augsburg Confession.  Starting on Monday January 

18, 2016 we will begin a new Bible study at noon.  In this Bible study we will be looking at men and women's roles in 

the church as defined by scripture and practiced in the WELS.  We feel this has the potential to be an exciting and spirit-

ed course and we welcome everyone to come and join us.  We always welcome open and honest discourse at these 

Monday Bible studies and urge all to attend.   
 

The study will stick as closely as possible to Biblical terminology and let Scripture define its 

own terms so that we do not distort what God is really saying.  As redeemed children of 

God, our unique callings as women and men are a blessing to us.  The greater emphasis of 

this study will be on the often forgotten shared blessings and responsibilities lived out in 

humble, Christ-like service.  And to those ends, the differing perspectives of both women 

and men were included in this study.  As a result, we hope to better appreciate what our God 

has given us as Christian brothers and sisters to share in common and also value the unique 

gifts and callings heôs given each of us.  We pray that the Lord will lead us to work together 

to carry out his plan to be ambassadors for Christ in order to proclaim the message of recon-

ciliation to a fallen world.  We will bring our lunches for each session. 
 

HEIRS TOGETHER begins Monday January 18th at noon in the Fellowship Room at church. 

 

Oh, Kommt, lasset uns anbeten.  (Oh, come let us adore him.) 
 

Lamb of God has a lovely tradition of having a German/English Christmas service annually.  The 

hymns and most of the Bible readings are in German.  Pastor includes English commentary through-

out so even those who donôt speak or understand German will understand the message.  This service 

is a wonderful outreach tool for people who are native German speakers and also reminds us of the 

roots of the Lutheran church.   
 

I have had the privilege of participating for the past several years as a reader and have added my 

voice to the choir for the past two years.  This year was a particularly well attended service and it was 

wonderful to see our church through the eyes of our guests.  We received many compliments on the 

church building and the traditional white and gold Christmas ornaments on our tree.  Our entryway 

was truly inviting---especially after the service when we shared coffee, lemonade and German treats.   
 

Mingling and speaking with our guests I learned some shopping secrets for finding the best German 

foodstuffs and got to practice my ñDeutschò.  But best of all, I was able to be a part of sharing the 

Christmas message to members of our community who needed this link to God and home. Blessings,  Gabi Presley 

Heritage Holiday Praise  by Sara Kohlhoff 
 

ñSilent Night, Holy Night. All is calm, All is bright...ò However, for Heritage Nursing Home it wasn't silent as we took refuge from 

the blustering wind outside to sing carols in front of some very sweet folks.  This was my first year caroling with Lamb of God.  I 

was excited to bring a little Christmas hope and brightness to their lives. The twelve of us stood in a semi-circle in the Activities 

Room as Pastor Roebke gave a brief devotion on the Christmas Story.  He then pulled out his accordion and we began to sing. As I 

looked around the room, the mood was inviting and warm. At that moment it didn't matter that I wasn't singing on key, or that we 

weren't a true choir.  What truly mattered was for the hour we were there, we shined Christ's Light on those who may have felt 

alone and forgotten.  We were giving of ourselves to people who lost their loved ones this past year, people 

who lost their independence, and people who were facing the ñscary thingsò of old age.   

 

After we sang our songs, I tried to chat with some of the elderly. I urged my daughters to wish them a Merry 

Christmas. My youngest daughter tickled one of the ladies there. Maybe she reminded her of someone she 

knew.  One of the ladies was truly in a festive mood wearing a necklace made up of blinking Christmas lights! 

I recommend everyone join our holiday chorus next year! It wasn't about me, my singing ability, or my  

children's distracting behavior. It was about sharing the love and joy of God's Son.  He uses us all in some 

mighty ways! 
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M.O.M. (Morning Out Ministry)                                              By Pearl Brooks 

 

Christmas with M.O.M. 
 

We started learning Christmas songs in October and we were all surprised how quickly they learned them.  

We played the bells with some of the songs and the children were really excited.   
 

We made lots of Christmas crafts.  Feet were painted to make mice, and we made nativity crafts and fun 

Christmas trees and gingerbread men.  Momôs asked us about songs that their children were singing at home.  

What a great feeling knowing they take home what they learn. 
 

The day of the program parents arrived in the multi-purpose room.  Dads came with cameras and the children 

performed very well.  They sang their little hearts out and parents were very proud with their performances. 
 

Their Christmas party was a pizza and ice cream day.  The children were all so excited when the pizzas made 

it to the classroom.  Parties are always lots of fun.  We have realized that our little ones have large appetites 

when it comes to pizza!  It warms the heart to see them all having a fun time and learning about Jesus.  How 

blessed we are to have the pleasure of teaching them! 

Photo by Lily Roebke 

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 

2015 

Article and Side Photos by Carmen Grace 

Advent by Candlelight was held on December 5, 2015 and was well-attended by the ladies of the congrega-

tion, their female family members, friends and neighbors. The tables were beautifully decorated and the food 

was fantastic. The topic was ñThe Advent Wreathò. The Advent candles were lit, with a reading of scripture 

explaining the meaning of each one. We sang several carols as a group - Tim Howard had generously prepared 

our background music. Pearl Brooks also sang a wonderful solo. Many prizes were distributed to everyone's 

enjoyment. This year's Advent by Candlelight was definitely a success! 

Mysterious Marriage Retreat April 1st through 3rd. 
 

At the beautiful Callaway Gardens, Mountain Creek Inn near  

Columbus, Georgia.  Cost is $385 per couple and includes lodging, 

breakfast for both mornings and lunch as well on Saturday.  Go to 

the website www.wels.net/adult-discipleship  and click on 

ñmarriage enrichmentò for more information and registration. 
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Christmas for Kids - December 12th, 2015   by Pearl Brooks 
 

 
 

The craft kits were all ordered, the schedule made, a movie was cho-

sen and the e mail invitations went out. Replies came back almost as 

soon as they went out. What a wonderful blessing.  
 

My volunteer list was put on the narthex table and volunteers began 

signing up. I went around with my clip board and persuaded some 

more volunteers. Soon all of the slots were filled and we were almost 

ready. 
 

Laura Byrnes met me at church the day before the event to set up the 

boxes ready for the crafts. Coloring sheets were copied, signs were 

made and we were ready for another Christmas for Kids. 
 

Volunteers arrived early on Saturday and the tables and chairs were all 

set up. The kitchen was busy getting the hot dogs ready. Pastor enter-

tained the children until everyone arrived.  There were 38 children at-

tending this year.  
 

Pastor gave a devotion about the candy cane. Music followed, then 

everyone set off with their groups to a craft or have their pictures tak-

en. We snacked followed by more crafts and pictures. 
 

We all watched a movie about the birth of Jesus then it was time for 

ñThe Group Picture.ò Getting everyone to look at Mr. Gary Byrnes at 

the same time is always a feat. Finally it was time for the hot dogs. 

Parents began arriving and children went home with their bags filled 

with their crafts and candy. Another Christmas for Kids was over. 

Clean up began and plans are in the works for Easter for Kids. Thank 

you everyone for making it another success. 

 

YOUTH LASER TAG 
Article by Lily Roebke, Photo by Nancy Roebke 

 
On December  27th, the Lamb of God Lutheran Youth 

Group had the opportunity to go Rollar Coasters to play  

laser tag and skate.  

 

The team Pastor was on won both rounds.  The youth  

enjoyed pizza for lunch as well as having a great time 

with each other.  

 

Pictures from Laser Tag are featured on the Lamb of 

God  narthex television. 
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LLLC Corner  
(Little Lambs Learning Center)  

Elsa Toepke, Director  

 
ñGospel bells, Gospel bells ring them all the day. 

Ring out the news that Jesus came to take our sins away.ò 

 

So sang the small group of threes and fours while enthusiastically jingling their bells for their Christmas pro-

gram on Wednesday, December 16th.  Maybe, just maybe, hearing ñJingle Bellsò will always remind them of 

what Christmas is really all about, even if their formal Christian education ends once they graduate from our 

little Christian preschool.   

 

For that same reason, during the last few weeks before Christmas, we purposely end with letter J for Jesus so 

that He is all our focus.  Then after the Christmas break, just in time for Epiphany, the letter K lets us talk 

about the wise men who came to honor King Jesus.  We also talk about mean king Herod.   

 

This past week weôve learned about twelve year-old Jesus attending Passover in Jerusalem and reviewed what 

Passover was about. They will hear about Passover again when we talk about Jesus as the Lamb of God during 

Holy Week.  

 

It is gratifying to see and hear the children put into practice, ñIôm sorryò and ñI forgive you.ò sometimes with-

out teacher prompting.   It especially gladdens the heart to see children offering comfort to one another when 

one child has accidently been hurt. What a joy it is for Gabi Presley (teacherôs aide) and me to encourage this 

behavior by acknowledging and praising it! 

       Elsa Toepke, Teacher 

Building and Groundsð January 2016  
 

We accomplished much over the last six months, thanks to all the hard work from the members here at Lamb 

of God.  The classrooms were painted for the new school year.  New mulch was spread in the playground area.  

We installed a new water fountain.  We had a successful Renaissance Faire which took many hands to prepare 

the grounds as well as the building. The speakers in the sanctuary were repaired.   Several loads of dirt were 

brought in and spread in the back of the property to fill in sinkholes.  

 

Our plans for the next six months include  

holding a Spring clean up-day to spruce  

up the grounds, making teams for cutting 

the lawn this Spring/Summer, and continu-

ing maintenance on the building and the 

property.  

 

Thank you for all your help.  

 

Looking forward to a blessed 2016! 

  Danny Aikens 
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Lent begins on 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

February 10th  

Service at 7 PM 

 

 

Midweek Lenten Services 

Wednesdays during Lent at 7 PM 

 

 
Palm Sunday Service 10:30 AM March 20th 

Maundy Thursday Service 7 PM March 24th 

Good Friday Tennebrae Service 7 PM  March 25th 

Easter Breakfast 9 AM March 27th 

Easter Service 10:30 AM March 27th  

 

Why and how do we use ashes on Ash Wednesday? 

 
Ash Wednesday is the Wednesday of the seventh week before Easter and the first day 

of Lent. The day is named for the practice of imposing ashes, a practice which many 

Lutheran congregations have found to be a very meaningful part of the Ash Wednes-

day liturgy. 

 

Using ashes as a sign of repentance is an ancient practice, often mentioned in the Bi-

ble (e.g., Jonah 3:5-9; Job 42:6; Jeremiah 6:26; Matthew 11:21). The early Christians 

adopted the use of ashes from Jewish practice as an external mark of penitence. 

 

Ashes symbolize several aspects of our human existence: 

Ashes remind us of God's condemnation of sin, as God said to Adam, "Dust you are and to dust you shall re-

turn" (Genesis 3:19). 

Ashes suggest cleansing and renewal. They were used anciently in the absence of soap. On Ash Wednesday ashes 

are a penitential substitute for water as a reminder of our baptism. 

Ashes remind us of the shortness of human life, for it is said as we are buried: "earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to 

dust." 

Ashes are a symbol of our need to repent, confess our sins, and return to God. 

 

This confession marks the beginning of a season of penitence. The Maundy Thursday absolution is the structural re-

sponse to the Ash Wednesday confession, marking off Lent as a penitential time. At the conclusion of the Ash Wednes-

day confession and imposition of ashes, a declaration of grace is used. 

 

The Imposition of Ashes 

Those who desire to receive the ashes come forward and may kneel before the altar. Ashes are applied with the minis-

ter's thumb in the form of a small cross on the forehead of each person with the words: "Remember that you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return." Alternatively, worshippers may dip their finger into the ashes and then impose them on a 

white garment, signifying their transference of their sin to the holy Son of God. 
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Lamb of God Church  
 

Fiscal Year 2016 
Budget Update 

 
Larry Povinelli, Treasurer 

 
 

 
Budget Update Year-to-date as of December 31, 2015 
 
  
Actual Income:  $101,300 

Actual Expenses: $98,164 

Actual Surplus:  $3,136 

  
Actual Offerings: $87,632 

Budgeted Offerings: $86,000 

Actual offerings over  
Budgeted offerings   $1,632 

 
 

 
Donations toward the sign fund are currently at: 
$11,578.00.    Our goal is $15,000.00 so we are well 
on our way to making the new sign a reality, but we 
still need $3,422.00.  Just 35 more brick memorials! 
 
We want to thank all who have contributed to date. To 
God be the Glory!  
 
From the desk of Larry Povinelli, Treasurer 

Sign Fund 
Update 


