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Letter  

 

THE COST OF DOING GODôS BUSINESS 
 

Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not first sit down and estimate the cost 

to see if he has enough money to complete it? ...In the same way, any of you who does not 

give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. (Luke 14:28, 33) 

 
Nothing worthwhile comes easy. You want a solid income, you put in the time at school and at 

work. You want to be a champion on the field, you push your body to the breaking point. You want 

your marriage to last until the end of your life, you make time for your spouse in the middle of life.  

 

Our Savior Jesus Christ won eternal life for us all through his hard work of obedience and death.  

Heaven is a free gift, but following Christ will cost us dearly. He told his followers to be prepared 

to give up everything in order to follow him. Itôs not easy to let go of the thought that we are 

ñbetterò than those who wrong us. Itôs not easy to let go of our problems and not worry about them. 

Itôs not easy to give up control of our time and let Godôs agenda rule our schedule. 

 

Do we think we are the only ones to face difficult choices? We reap the benefits of previous genera-

tionsô sacrifices, but what will we leave for the next generation? Are we prepared to do whatever it 

takes, as far as it depends on us, to keep our church doors open so that others may also receive the 

gift of heaven? 

 

What is the cost of doing Godôs business in Madison, Alabama? For starters, it will cost you time. I 

invite you to join me on Saturday, October 24th, for our Congregational Checkup. We will spend 

eight hours applying Godôs Word to the following areas of ministry at our church:  worship, out-

reach, discipleship, youth ministry, leadership, stewardship, and our facility.  We will complete the 

following statement: ñBased on the Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions, in our context of min-

istry, for a church to be healthy in the area of (insert area of ministry) the church would have toéò   

 

Please note that the answers are not predetermined, this is not supposed to be the vision of the pas-

tor or the Church council, or even the consultant who will be facilitating our discussion. We need to 

do this by ourselves, because we are the ones who work and live here, we are the ones who know 

our community, we are the ones who will transform these ideas into action.  

 

The next day, Sunday October 25th, we will reconvene for 1.5 hours after the worship service to 

review our work of the previous day. We will assess what we are doing well, what we could be do-

ing better, and what we are not doing at all. We will prioritize which goals need immediate atten-

tion, and which may be taken on at a later point. 

 

Itôs always easier to do things the same way, 

but change is an inescapable reality. Refus-

ing to adapt leads to stagnation, decay, and 

death. Christ has changed our outlook for 

eternity, and calls us to make appropriate 

changes in our attitudes and actions. Count 

the cost of doing Godôs work, and trust that 

He will make all our hard work worthwhile. 

    

     

 Pastor John Roebke 
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Candid Photos  from the DeSoto Fall Retreat 2015 
 
 

Building & Grounds has been busy!  
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