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Give Thanks Now? 
 

Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love  

and his wonderful deeds for men (Psalms 107:8) 

 
Our world is spinning into chaos. In the last few weeks, evil men have murdered hundreds 

in Egypt, Lebanon and Paris. As the holidays approach, public spaces will be filled with 

crowds of potential victims. How many more will die? How long will this war on terror go 

on? What course of action can end their deadly hatred and violence? 

 

This is a season of uncertainty and confusion. We wonder what there is to be hopeful 

about because tomorrowôs headlines may announce another senseless tragedy. We are 

tempted to withdraw further from the world, to protect ourselves and our families from 

danger. But is this the right response?  

 

Now more than ever we have good reason to give thanks to God. Give thanks for his love, 

because we donôt deserve it. We have not loved our neighbor as ourselves. How much 

compassion and sympathy do we feel for those who have been displaced by war? How 

quickly have we rushed to judge our leaders for their inability to solve problems that have 

no easy solutions? We have not loved God with all our heart, soul and mind. Why do we 

worry about tomorrow, instead of trusting God today? And yet, God is still faithful to us. 

God provides a refuge and a rest to all who are weary from the war with sin. He hears our 

prayers and requests, for Jesusô sake answers them in the best possible way. And he opens 

the doors of his kingdom wide for all who seek asylum 

from this worldôs madness.  

 

And give thanks for the wonderful deeds God has done 

for all men. Does our country deserve Godôs favor more 

than any other? Is our nationôs history less scandalous 

than that of any other? Isnôt our cultureôs decadence one 

of the main reasons our enemies attack us? But the 

deeds of Godôs Son cover our failures, his bloody sacri-

fice washes the blood from our hands. He did this not 

only for our country, but for ALL ï including those who 

want to erase every trace of our culture from history. 

 

Whatever mercy and kindness Jesus shows to us, he also 

shows to our world. Now is not the time to dwell on 

dark deeds. Now is not the time to despair, or to com-

plain. The light of the World is still shining brightly, so 

let us reflect his glory and give thanks now! 
   

  Pastor John Roebke 
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Faith of the Flock  

Introducing é 
 

Paul & Reggie Claflin and 
daughter Kayli, and  

Son Brett  
 
 
 

1,300 miles ï thatôs the distance that the Claflin family moved 

this summer to make their new home in our community. But 

even though Cheyenne, WY and Madison, AL are worlds apart, 

they find comfort in the familiarity of our churchôs worship, 

teachings and fellowship.  

 

Paul was born and lived in Rhinelander, WI until the 2nd grade, when his fatherôs job with the Bureau of Land 

Management moved the family out West. While on a summer camping trip, Paul met Reggie, a native of Big 

Sky country. It was certainly no accident that they kept running into each other, and they were married on  

September 14th, 1996. Paul is a Fire Investigator with the Department of Justice. Reggie was employed as a 

dental hygienist for 10 years, and is currently a full-time homemaker. 

 

God blessed Paul & Reggie with two children. Brett, age 18, stayed in Cheyenne to finish his high school  

career. Although it is hard for them to live so far away from their son, Brett may move to Alabama and attend 

Auburn University after graduation. He is also considering applying to one of the service academies. Kayli, 

age 15, transferred to James Clemons High where she has already made many friends. A sophomore, she has 

won a spot on the Varsity Basketball team. 

 

Paul has been a Lutheran his whole life. He attended a WELS church and school in Rhinelander, and then  

various Lutheran churches in Wyoming. Reggieôs church background includes Church of Christ, Baptist, and 

Pentecostal, but her grandparents were WELS. They were heavily involved with the youth program at their 

last church in Cheyenne, which even had a ñLittle Lambsò preschool. Coincidence? They are likely to find 

some fellow Green Bay Packers fans here too. 

 

In Wyoming, the Claflins enjoyed hunting, fishing and hiking, and they will find that Alabama offers many 

such opportunities as well. Paul is looking specifically for someone who shares his love of the duck hunt.  

Reggie enjoys crafting, gardening and hiking, while Kayli is interested in basketball, softball, soccer, and golf. 

As we welcome them into our ñfaith family,ò may all of us thank God for joining us to his family through faith 

in Christ. 
 

By Pastor John Roebke  
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M.O.M.  
όaƻǊƴƛƴƎ hǳǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅύ 

.ȅ tŜŀǊƭ .Ǌƻƻƪǎ 
 

The end of October saw the MOM children all dressed up. We donôt celebrate Halloween, we have 

dress up day! There were squeals of delight as the children arrived. The princess theme was abundant, 

with a pair of ghosts and a cow girl in the mix The boys dressed as Dr Seuss A Wocket in My Pocket, 

a little dragon, an owl and a dinosaur. Some kept their costume on all morning, others were happy to 

take them off. 

 

We had fun playing and singing. We had our normal Bible story 

and craft. We also made little bats from their hand prints. They 

turned out really well, and we displayed them in the hallway. 

 

Our normal snack was changed to pizza! Miss Laura went to the 

kitchen to cook them for us. When she came in with them sliced on 

trays, the children were so excited. We didnôt know a tiny person 

could eat so much pizza! We cooked 4 medium pizzas and had 2 

small slices left. They also had ice cream and a cookie. 

 

More fun play continued, until it was time to pack the toys away for the day. We prayed and they all 

got their stickers. Moms arrived, the children went home and we were left with a quiet room. What a 

wonderful day! 

 

LLLC Corner  
(Little Lambs Learning Center)  

By Elsa Toepke  

 

 
Some thoughts on Thanksgiving ï all around us we hear about people and things to be  

thankful  for and in our land of abundance that is America, none of us would have difficulty 

coming up with a rather lengthy list. But if we stop there, as Christians,  weôve missed the 

point. Weôve failed to acknowledge and give thanks to the source of all these gifts. When talk-

ing about thankfulness with your children consider using one of the following phrases to focus 

on the  

giver, not the gift. ñThank you God/Jesus for giving me/us ...ò or ñIôm thankful to God/Jesus 

for giving me/us ...ò Psalm 107: 1  Give thanks to the Lord for He is good; his love endures 

forever.  
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Renaissance Faire 2015 
A Pictorial Viewpoint -  Photos by Laura Byrnes 

 

Pastor John Roebke with Madison Mayor  Troy 
Trulock,  Madison Police Officer with  
�U�I�F���D�I�J�M�E�S�F�O���B�U���3�F�O�B�J�T�T�B�O�D�F���$�I�J�M�E�S�F�O�d�T���D�S�B�G�U�� 
room, Larry Povinelli, Mayor Trulock and  
Joni Gruber, along with the LifeSouth Blood Mobile 
(17 pints of blood were collected during the Faire.)  
Madison Fire Department with their firetruck, Jon 
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