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RECOVERING MISSIONARIES
“The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not overcome it.”
(John 1:5)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
My name is John and I’m a recovering missionary. It’s been eight years and 18 days since I came
back to the USA. For the first six months, foreign language films played in my head (without subtitles) while I slept. Once I let a non-English word slip out during an English sermon. Most days go by
now without a single foreign word appearing on my mental teleprompter, although occasionally I
struggle to find the English word for something I know better as скала or крепост.
I dove deeply into my host culture and language. Blame it on youthful idealism, or brainwashing at
missionary orientation. One of the highest compliments I received was from one of our volunteers
who said when he first met me, he thought I was Bulgarian. When you’re that far gone, the decompression is painful.
I’ve tried to shovel dirt over those ten years of memories, but the language circuits are still wired in
my brain. Anything from Eastern Europe reactivates them. Because the men who delivered our new
mattress were from Ukraine, Slavic words will be on my tongue for the rest of the day and maybe
tonight, too. My heart will ache for the brothers and sisters I left behind, and for those who have abandoned ship since.
I’m not alone in my pain – other recovering missionaries have shared their sad stories with me in a
corner of the noisy room. No missionary counts down the days until returning “home,” but the exit is
almost always messy. Reverse culture shock is as real and intense as anything soldiers returning from
the battlefield face.
Have I ever regretted agreeing to let them send me six thousand miles from the land of my birth?
Never. God works for good in all things, even in my weaknesses and my blunders. Why would God
be so good to me, if not for the One who was sent on The Mission. “You are my servant, Israel, in
whom I will display my splendor… I will make you a light for the Gentiles, that my salvation may
reach to the ends of the earth.” (Isa. 49:3,6) Because Jesus fulfilled God’s mission of mercy, God has
shown mercy to me, a prideful sinner. That’s why he’s let me proclaim his mercy to other sinners on
both sides of the Atlantic for 18 years.
That’s why he showed mercy to a terrified German monk nearly 500 years ago, and to those who took
his teachings and his last name. And that’s why he has let you in on the secret, too. That’s why he’s
let our congregation proclaim the Gospel in Madison for the last 9.5 years. And that’s why God lets
our church body, the Wisconsin Synod, continue to train and send missionaries all over the world, in
Eastern Europe, and Malawi and Kansas City, to name a few places.
On November 27th we will have opportunity to respond to God’s mercy by giving a special offering to
our Synod, to support the schools that prepare future missionaries here and abroad. On that day, just
like every other day of your life, I pray you will join me in admitting, “I am a recovering
missionary too!”

Little Lambs Learning Center
256-693-0017 (Elsa Toepke)
ectoepke@gmail.com
Morning Out Ministry
256-859-6536 (Pearl Brooks)
pearlmary35810@yahoo.com

Malawi

Of Kansas City
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Madison Street Festival
By Jon Ehrman

October 1st started a new month, and Lamb of Good Lutheran Church started it off with a
booth at Madison’s Street Festival. We had a beautiful day and after two months of planning
every task came off like clockwork. It was a great example of the various members of the
body of Christ working together, each of us having our part, and everyone working together
to make it successful. Our signs noted who we are, and our theme “Jesus Knows your Name”
made it clear why we were there.
We attracted many young children who wanted to let the world know (and remind themselves) of their name by making a name bracelet. We handed out literature about our Church
and its programs and talked with many as they walked by.
We had many members who helped out and Pastor Roebke and I want to thank each and every one of you. I am hesitant to
list all that helped for fear of missing someone. If I have missed you, please forgive me and you have my apology. In particular I want to thank the following:
Booth Organizer: Pastor Roebke
Craft committee: Karla Poehlman, Nancy Roebke, Gabi Presley, Joe Reis, Chris and
Damon Daniels.
Booth setup and teardown committee: Joe Reis, Mike Presley, Larry Povinelli and Pastor Roebke.
Literature: Kim Bodeker, Kami Reis, Eva Harbaugh, Becky McPherson, Dan Peebles
Laura Schubring, Gabi Presley, and Joni Gruber
Booth staffing and helping with crafts: Jeff & Brigitte Alexy; Del & Pearl Brooks;
Cindy Curtis; Krista, Barak and Graem Hahn; Tom & Karla Poehlman; Larry &
Sue Povinelli; Pastor, Nancy, Liliana and Chrissy Roebke; Gwen Smith and Jeff &
Jan VanOrman
May our great and gracious Lord water the seeds we have planted so that he may have a great harvest here in Madison!
Jon Ehrman
Note: Special thanks to Jon Ehrman for all of his outreach efforts in this endeavor, as well as the many other projects he has
spearheaded.
Pastor John Roebke
REFORMATION SUNDAY something to think about!

Does the cross matter to you?
Nothing else matters except the
cross of Christ. Is that also true
of you as an heir of the Lutheran
Reformation? It is when,
through the study of God’s Word and your own life, you
agree with Luther that we are unable to love God as he
demands. Others may praise our activities in the church.
They may compliment us at work. But they cannot look
into our hearts and see the selfishness and the pride. God
can. These outward activities cannot give us a right relationship with God. When it comes to being right with
God, nothing else matters except the cross of Christ.

LADIES!
The next Mary Martha meeting and
breakfast will be NOVEMBER 12th
At 10AM at Pat Brown’s house, just
off Mooresville Road at 25092
Krista Circle, Athens, AL. Call Pat
to RSVP 405-664-0618 See you there!
Latest Budget Figures
Sep 2011
Treas’s Report
Offerings

Budgeted monthly Offerings
Actual Offerings/Sep 2011
Surplus/(Deficit)

$ 13,075.03
12,939.09
$ (135.94)
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Little Lambs Learning Center 2011-2012
By Elsa Toepke
On October 22nd a survival lesson titled “Lost in the Woods” was given to the parents and
children of LLLC, M.O.M., and people from our church and neighborhood by the North Alabama Search Dog Association and it was very well attended. Elsa Toepke wrote this article
to correspond with the survival lesson and Pastor Roebke offers a class to reach out to
those who are “lost in life”

Alone, tired and frightened Jordan finally cried herself into a restless sleep in the little spot she’d created for herself, scared
that no one would come to find her. She was sorry she’d turned her back on her father and stubbornly walked the other way
when she didn’t get her way about which path to take. “Maybe they’re glad I’m gone,” she thought. “Camping and hiking
were supposed to be fun, but it sure isn’t turning out that way and now I’m really lost.” On and on, her mind played the
blame game.
In her dreamlike half-sleep she thought she heard her name being called, finally waking enough to realize it wasn’t a dream;
she looked to see her brother’s hand reaching down to pull her into a hug telling her “I’m so glad I found you, you’re safe
now. Let’s go home. Dad’s waiting.” Tears of fear and anxiety dissolved into tears of joy and relief; filling her with a feeling of security.
The thought of anyone, especially a child alone and lost in the woods is a scary thought. We’re thankful for those who are
involved in search and rescue. In many ways our story mirrors that of the fictional Jordan above.
Naturally and purposely, we turned our back on God, the heavenly Father who created us, to have a loving relationship with
him. We stubbornly and persistently insisted on having our own way and walked the other way! Unresolved feelings such as
restlessness or guilt, an undefined sense of longing and loneliness; even anger and fear may well be the result.
Many years ago, another Father sent his Son, Jesus, on the ultimate search and rescue mission for us. It was his purpose to
seek us out and restore the broken relationship with the father.
Would you, or someone you know, like to learn more about
how your fears and anxieties can be exchanged for a real
sense of security in a restored relationship with God and
others?

Delightful! Beautiful!
Joyful! Inspiring!
An oh so “ahhhhsome” opportunity to support the
Little Lambs Learning Center is coming soon!
Make up your Christmas list now so that you can
take advantage of the special opportunity to purchase from this unique collection of perfect gifts.

Pastor John Roebke, here at Lamb of God Lutheran Church,
is offering a class called Faith Builders to help you explore
and understand how much you are loved by God, and His
desire to have a relationship with you by removing the barriers we’ve erected.
This class is an especially good opportunity for you to come
with a friend, a classmate, a workplace friend, or family
member who hasn’t yet reached out to God for the same
type of rewarding relationship you have with Him. Coming
with your friend helps to ease the tension often felt in approaching something new.
The classes can be arranged to suit your schedule and your
faith building needs.
Call or e-mail for information about dates and times for this
new class.
ShepherdRoebke@bellsouth.net
Church office (256) 464-3900
Cell Phone (256) 975-0056
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Our Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society Southern Hills Circuit
Holds Fall Rally in Tennessee
By Nancy Roebke
The regional branch of the society which supports WELS missions met on October 15 this year in Memphis, TN. Sue Povenelli, my
daughter, Lily, and I attended and represented Lamb of God. We travelled Friday the four hours over to one of Tennessee’s Music Cities
and arrived at Gloria Dei Lutheran Church after 7:00 pm. Members of the church invited us to eat, but we had stopped in Corinth, MS to
enjoy a meal at Sonics. But we did take time to “meet and greet” others. Also, I set up my table to highlight the WELS Multi-Language
Publications program and our family’s mission and translation experiences in Bulgaria. Other displays were in process of being set up to
highlight the 30-year, 60-confererence history of our circuit.
We got directions to our host family where we crashed before the next day’s busy rally schedule. Thankfully we had a GPS to direct us
through the darkness and ignorance. Despite this, we still had several wrong turns including a “Huff and Puff” street. But we were thankful to not be trapped on I-40 in the other direction; traffic looked backed up.
The next morning, our hosts from Gloria Dei, Mike and Gayle and family prepared strong coffee. The church would provide our breakfast. We enjoyed hearing about their love for Alabama football. The son even had a crimson body and face suit in honor of the Tide. By
7:30, we knew we had to leave for the church. We wanted some cushion time; we did not want to get lost too badly because I still wasn’t
sure how the day’s PowerPoint would work out. By 8:30 after getting gas and getting just a little lost, we arrived to a good situation with
the media to support my presentation. After knowing that, some super homemade cinnamon rolls tasted really great. At registration we
received a blue folder that we were to share with our home church. This and the cookbook/memory book include the historical highlights
as well as recipes submitted by current women participants in our circuit’s churches, such as Joni Gruber.
You can view conference materials on our special LWMS display table through November. We are part of this! Check it out!
Pastor Kober of the host church led our opening devotion which reinforced the theme of the 30th Anniversary: “Thus far has the Lord
helped us.” This comes from the story of Samuel setting up a stone to commemorate the goodness of God. We then launched into the
business meeting part of the day. The roll call included us standing up when each of our churches were called. It seemed we had many
women and men from all over the South Atlantic area. We discussed Befriend-a-Missionary assignments which mirrors what we have
been promoting already here in Madison: Lutheran Church of Central Africa (Malawi) and Hmong Ministry in Kansas City. Also we
heard reports from the officers to update us on our financial support of missions and how successful the Kids care. has been: Mission
Box income in Fall 2010 was 2462.04 and in Spring 2011 was 2115.99 which were donated to the LWMS Central Office and the WELS
Humanitarian Aid in its entirety. The kids will collect mission money this year for Partners in Apache Learning for tuition assistance to
Lutheran schools on the Apache reservations in Arizona as well as updating deteriorating playground equipment.
After the break, I started my discussion of how the WELS produces local language Christian literature to reinforce the faith of new Christians and trains them to be spiritual leaders for their own people. I wove my husband and my story of work in Bulgaria. We were leading
the translation effort while meeting people who by God’s direction came into our lives. Not knowing how long we would remain we
worked as we could to prepare them. I was able to produce Bulgarian language versions of 200-plus public domain Christian songs and
liturgies. It was a process that seemed like “inspired translation” once a few Bulgarian women and I learned how to do it. Each song
was studied from the perspective of the text, the Bible source, and the rhythm of the song. Most eventually were in rhyme and acceptable
Bulgarian grammar as well. After seven years, it was used in worship services around the country. The rally audience appreciated the
personal perspective on this type of mission work. We prayed publicly for it and those still doing it.
The rally theme was reinforced at lunch with the stones decorated with Christian messages. Each table held photo trees that showed people in missions as highlighted at one of the rallies. We had casseroles and desserts that were based on the recipes actually served at the
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first Southern Hills rally. We had a chance to meet new people because we sat at numbered tables. I enjoyed speaking to a woman who
grew up on the Apache reservation and went to a Lutheran school. We shared many personal stories about how God has worked in our
lives in rather amazing situations.
After lunch we had more presentations on the work done in Malawi and the WELS C.A.&R. (Christian Aid & Relief) program. Both of
these have been reinforced to our Lamb of God congregation through our local efforts. When we had our African potluck and educational
videos and programs we learned what is happening in our fellow Christians’ lives there. We were received the benefit of WELS CA&R
when we had the trailer here with the supplies needed to do Alabama tornado relief work this spring and summer.
An overview of the 30-year history highlighted how God has worked in our midst to keep us mission-focused. Our church’s role in the
past included First Rally Host: Redeemer Lutheran Church (the predecessor to our Lamb of God site in Madison). One of the members
from Redeemer at that time received the Stick Your Neck Out award for being the first circuit vice-president--Sharon Ball. The cookbooks created include the historical highlights as well as recipes submitted by current women participants in our circuit’s churches, such
as Joni Gruber.
Let’s stay involved through our prayers, offerings and gatherings for missions! Make an offering to support God’s work done through us
abroad and in the U.S.

Lamb of God Members: Reserve April 21, 2012 for the next Southern Hills rally in New Orleans, Louisiana
at Crown of Life Lutheran Church!
Food pantry
The Food Pantry will be making
special Thanksgiving dinner deliveries
so we will need your help. Please donate food
and especially gift cards, cash, or checks so that we can
give a few people some fresh vegetables, ham or
turkey and some bread and milk. Thank you—Laurie aikens

Disaster Relief opportunity
November 24th through
November 27th
It is six months since the devastating tornados hit Alabama on that fateful day of April 27, 2011.
And though it may seem like a bad memory, it is still an ongoing problem for many people.
Will you be able to help out during Thanksgiving week?
We are looking for host families for the Thanksgiving holiday between 11/24-11/26 for the student
volunteers coming from out of state to help clear farmers fields and other disaster relief opportunities. We will need sleeping space for 20 guys and gals as well as food, both at the host home and
in the field. If you are unable to be a host for these wonderful students giving up their holidays to
help out N. Alabamians, please donate money to support them while here, or food, or even sleeping bags.
Since this will occur during the Thanksgiving holiday, what a great opportunity it is for all of us to
put our Christian education and faith to use on so many fronts at once - time, energy, space, money
and best of all, our Christian love for our neighbors! Contact Pastor Roebke 256256-975975-0056
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We recently enjoyed a great camping
trip at Desoto State Park. It was beautiful, relaxing, fun and filled with great
fellowship. I believe Shayna sums it
all up well with her article (see below.)
We also had our Car Wash/Brat Fry in
which we raised $245; we had a beautiful day for this also. Thanks to Jennifer Frick for her help with the car wash, I was able to relax a little,
while she did a great job with the kids and the cars.
Last weekend we cleaned up our part of County Line Road, the
kids did a great job, I am very proud of them. I did not hear one
complaint about having to pick up other people’s garbage, I think
they are really starting to appreciate doing their part to keep God’s
earth clean.
In November we will be helping out the Tauchens with collecting
pine needles for their flower beds. Along with this being a big job, I
think it will also be a great learning experience for me and the kids.
I can't wait to see their beautiful landscaping that I have heard so
much about, I'm sure it will bring some great ideas for things to do
in our own yards. Remember, the kids are here to help with any
projects that you may have at home. Donations are accepted but
not expected.
God’s Blessings, Pam Hess

Greetings from LLLC Board
By President, Gary Anthony
The staff and parents seem to like the new format for this year Two and Three years-olds Tues and Thurs and Four year-olds
Tues., Wed. and Thurs. With this schedule there will be fewer days
missed because of holidays since most holidays now seem to be on
Monday. The staff also likes the long weekends.
Another advantage is our Director is finally getting to be a Director.
Having Wednesday as a non-teaching day has enabled her to do her
Director “stuff” on Weds., yet she is still available to teach in an
emergency on that day.
This past Saturday we had a fantastic demonstration put on by a
Search and Rescue Dog team. We spent about an hour in the “class
room” learning survival skills if lost in the woods or anywhere not
near home. We then went outside for some amazing demonstrations of the abilities of these terrific dogs. Did you know that not
only can these dogs find living, lost people but can also find
cadavers (dead people?) We were told that one of the dogs directed
their handler to a drowning victim. The drowning victim was at a
depth of 190’! This demonstration really gave those of us in attendance a new appreciation of what these dogs are capable of doing.

DeSoto State Park Camping

by Shayna Hess

In September, my family and many of our church members went on a camping trip at DeSoto State Park. We hiked, biked, saw a waterfall, studied the
Bible, roasted marshmallows, played games, and enjoyed God’s beautiful
creation. The mountains and Desoto waterfall were beautiful; the whole trip
was simply breathtaking! Some of the best views were found while hiking.
We went on a very nice hike up and down the mountain, it was so peaceful
just walking along through the woods among all the sweet smelling pine trees
and hearing the birds sing. My dog, Gilbert, certainly enjoyed this part of the
trip! He even climbed up on a rock with all of us kids. Although, he didn’t enjoy sitting still during the Bible studies, the rest of us did. It was a delightful
twist to the usual Bible study, sitting outdoors around a campfire in fold-up
chairs. It was very relaxing, and I think everyone enjoyed it. The sermon on
Sunday morning took place outdoors as well. The campground provided a little clearing with a bell and a podium
that served our purpose quite well. We even had a few non-members show up to hear God’s word with us. We also
played some Minute-To-Win-It games while we were there. We divided into teams of two, and were rewarded
candy for winning games such as “ping pong”, a “pantyhose game”, and “don’t let the balloon touch the ground”.
One of my favorite parts though was roasting marshmallows. I loved sitting around the campfire talking and laughing with my friends and family, making Smores and having a good time. There’s nothing quite like the taste of a
roasted marshmallow, but it wouldn’t be complete without the good company. It was a really enjoyable trip, and I
think everyone had a good time. I would like to thank everyone who helped make it possible, and I hope to do it
again sometime!
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MORNING OUT MINISTRY
Director: Pearl Brooks
The month at MOM has been very exciting. We made the sun, moon and stars
in the sky for creation along with pigs from paper plates. We made pumpkins
from orange plates, and black cats. We have been working on colors, numbers
and our ABC’s. We have heard lots of great stories, and we have sung lots of
Jesus songs.
We played the rhythm sticks and the bells for music lessons, and have danced
to nursery rhymes, and play acted from CD’s.
This week we all dressed up for dress up day. We had a party and ate chicken fingers, French fries and ice
cream cups. Everyone ate well and had fun playing too!
Next week we have a new student starting. We will be five girls and boys, an even class! What more can we
hope for? Our little ones enjoy the time they have with us. Moms tell us they are always excited to come to
class on Tuesdays. We are the lucky ones. We get to tell them about Jesus and what he did for us! How
blessed we are!

Building & Grounds - Maintenance

by Tom Poehlman

October Workday Re-cap
The Church Council would like to thank everyone who enjoyed a beautiful day on October 8th working on maintaining the church grounds. All items on our job list were completed and a few additional tasks were accomplished. The
tall hollies near the building were shaped and trimmed to be below the eaves. The boxwoods in front of the building
and at the ends of the building were trimmed and thinned. Both rows of hollies near the parking lot were trimmed.
The low-hanging branches of many trees were cut to help facilitate mowing under those trees. The junipers in the
islands of the parking lot and under the church sign were cut back, and many weeds were pulled from the islands.
Broken branches were pulled out of the tree-line to the southwest of the building, and a lot of dust and dirt was
chased out of the shed. Two of the small crape-myrtles that line the entrance of the parking lot were cut to the
ground to allow for better visibility of the Little Lambs sign from County Line Road. All the volunteers enjoyed a
lunch of chili provided by Karla Poehlman and Pearl Brooks.
Church Yard Future Plans
Many of the small maple trees on the County Line Road end of the property are suffering from the effects of the severe drought of the last three years and will be replaced with new younger trees in December. Watch for a call to help plant the new
trees.
The Master Gardeners of Madison, Limestone and Morgan counties held a graduation
dinner/ceremony with 72 gardeners in attendance here in our fellowship room this
past week. With all that knowledge available, we received some very good advice on
our current plantings and what to plant in the future. We will follow up on some of
the recommendations in the near future as well.
NOTE: The Church Council is actively looking for a Building & Grounds Maintenance Chairman. If you are interested, please contact one of the Council members or Pastor Roebke.
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be sure to thank him for all his hard work over the years.

Notes from the
Scriptorium
Bart Leahy, Council Secretary

How much meat can you get off of a bone? It depends on how
persistent you are, and how hard you’re looking for it. For the
past four months, Pastor has been leading your Council through a
leadership discussion focusing on just one story: Jesus at the well
with the Samarian woman (John 4:1-24). Our discussions are focusing on Christian leadership—how to keep leaders focused on
the right things, how to bring followers into the equation, and so
forth. There’s a surprising amount of material to be covered in
just one story, and Pastor’s putting it to good use. Just when you
think you’ve exhausted every bit of meat from the bone, we find
that there are things we missed. Interesting discussions!
So what have we been up to this month? Pastor, as you might
imagine, remains a busy shepherd. He’s continuing to help the
youth group, attend Synod or district meetings, and even bring a
Christian band, Branches Band, to Lamb of God on December 21
(7 p.m.). As we approach the holidays, his calendar will be filling
up swiftly with services, information to share, and events to coordinate. "If anyone wants to be first, he must be the very last, and
the servant of all" (Mark 9:35). I’d say Pastor keeps that covered.
Tom Poehlman has been staying on top of the last bits of paperwork and activity regarding the repairs of the hail damage
(remember that?). Now it’s a matter of the repair guys and the
insurance company agreeing on costs. Insurance work is not for
the impatient. Tom also has been working his way through the
rather extensive to-do list, and members have been jumping in to
help. For instance, we had a very productive Church Work Day
this October 8, and appreciate all the assistance. But as with any
home or business, new things continue to creep up. Gentlemen, if
you have an interest in taking the lead on Buildings & Grounds
on the Council, I’m certain Tom would appreciate it.
Jon Ehrman and his team put together a successful Madison
Street Fair with lots of traffic—so much traffic it was a bit
crowded in our booth! If you have suggestions for how to make
LOGLC’s booth even better next year, let Jon know. Our next big
outreach events will be Christmas for Kids and our annual German service. Expect to see signup sheets soon…
Bryan has kept the books running smoothly. It helps when we’ve
had very few surprise expenses in the budget. However, we are
running about $5,000 below where we expected to be by this time
on offerings. Your Council appreciates all that you do and are not
that concerned at this point, but I’m here to report, so now you
know. Oh, and speaking of Bryan, Larry Povinelli has agreed to
serve as Council Treasurer starting at the end of this calendar
year. Please give Larry all the support you’ve given Bryan, and

Your fearless Council Secretary continues to serve as the
Council liaison to Little Lambs Learning Center, and I’m
happy to report that Little Lambs’ financial picture and
attendance level look much better than they did at the
end of the last school year. While the sign in front of the
church is our best attention-getter, never underestimate
the power of word-of-mouth recommendations!
Lastly, the Anniversary Committee is looking at what
project(s) we can do to spruce up the church and its
grounds to celebrate our 10th year on County Line Road
next year. The list is being prioritized now, just a lot of
details to work out. One way or another, we want our
church to shine as we celebrate ten years of the Lord’s
blessings in this place. Stay tuned—more excitement to
come. See you next month!

Young @ Heart
November Gathering
Friday Nov. 11th, 6 PM
at Wintzell’s Oyster House
5100 Sanderson St. Huntsville
www.wintzellsoysterhouse.com
Check out the on-line menu,
something for everyone!
Coupons for Wintzell’s can be found in Valpak mailers & newspapers

Lamb of God Lutheran Church
Office: (256) 464-3900
Email: loglc@hiwaay.net
Web Page: http://lambofgodchurch.org
Check us out on FACEBOOK, and tell your friends you “like” us
Pastor John Roebke (Cell phone: 256-975-0056)
Council/President:
Council/Treasurer:
Council/Secretary:
Financial:
In-Reach:
Out-Reach :
Head Usher:
Elders:

Long-Range Planning:
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Sunday School:
Choir Director:
Mary Martha Guild President:
Youth Leader:
Little Lambs Preschool Director:
Morning Out Ministry Director:
School Board President:
School Board V.P.:
School Board Secretary:
School Board Treasurer:
Lawn Care Chairman:
Bytes of Bread:
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LOG Historian:
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Food Pantry:
Office Secretary:
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