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“Look, the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of 

the world.” John 1:29 

 

GROWING SEASON 
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its 

leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see all these 
things, you know that it is near, right at the door.” (Matthew 24:32-33) Lamb of God 

Lutheran 
Church 

By Pastor  
John Roebke 
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Sunday:  10:30 AM 
Wednesday during Lent: 7 PM 
 

www.lambofgodchurch.org 
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Little Lambs Learning Center 

Office 256-464-3900 

 
After what feels like the longest winter in human history, North Alabama is finally coming 
back to life. Our skin sponges up the golden sun’s radiant energy when it bursts through the 
dirty grey clouds. Tiny bulges on twig tips tell us it’s time to take a drive to the nursery. It’s 
time to fill our cars’ trunks with mulch, fertilizer, and weed killer. It’s time to green up the 
lawn and plant a rainbow in our flower beds. It would be criminal to sit inside and play 
DVD’s or video games. Day by day, the window of opportunity is opening wider – but if you 
wait too long, the weeds will take over, the window will slam shut. 

 
And after the longest recession in recent history, there are signs of economic life. BRAC is 
about to burst wide open. Builders are planting new homes on lots that have been prepared 
years in advance. Many of these are spec homes, ready for the first buyer to come along. The 
builder who decides to wait before breaking ground will go out of business. 

 
March is a season of excitement and potential 
and life. It’s also the season of Lent, when our 
Savior made his final push towards Calvary’s 
cross. He made no excuses for himself, neither 
did he waste time, because he knew his time was 
coming to an end. He also knew that the cruel 
and bitter winter of sin was about to end. 
Christ’s death for our sins ended Satan’s reign 
over mankind and brought new life, new hope, 
and new growth to our planet. As our thirsty 
souls soak up God’s love and forgiveness, the 
preaching of the dead cross continues to bring color and life to our world today. 

 
Do we recognize the season? As local and distant tragedies testify, Satan is still blowing his 
chill will on the hearts of men. But he cannot prevent the arrival of the Eternal Summer, 
when thorns and thistles will no longer sprout in the hearts of God’s people, when the wheat 
is gathered and the chaff burned up. Now is the time to plant, to fertilize, to grow, before the 
window closes forever. 

 
For many college students, March is the time to escape 
their dusty classrooms and cold climates. For four stu-
dents from our WELS college of ministry, it’s time to 
work the fields in Madison. Will you consider joining 
them for a day, or even part of a day? Beginning 
March 2, and continuing through March 13th we will 
meet at the church at 9 a.m., eat at noon, and then go 
out again until dark. The Lord has opened the windows 
wide for us – if you get outside, you can smell the op-
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Lamb of God's Lent Schedule  
 

This year, the overall theme will be “We Preach Christ Crucified.”   It is taken from the words of the apostle Paul in 1 
Corinthians 1:23, reflecting the fact that the sermon texts are from the New Testament epistles instead of the usual Pas-
sion History or occasional Old Testament texts.   The author, Wayne A. Laitinen, skillfully works the familiar Passion 
History people and events into each sermon.  (It is interesting to note that Wayne Laitinen was a Pastor at Gethsemane 
Lutheran Church in Oklahoma City, OK, where Lamb of God’s previous Vicar Craig Born is now Gethsemane's  
Pastor Born.)   
 
 

Lenten Calendar 
“We Preach Christ Crucified” 

 

Midweek Services: 
     Wed., 2/24:  5:30 PM Pot Roast Supper Service 7:00 (Pastor Werth) “Justified by Grace Alone Through Faith Alone” 
     Wed., 3/3:       5:30 PM Chili Supper  Service 7:00 (Pastor Westra) “More Precious Than Life” 
     Wed., 3/10:     5:30 PM Casserole Supper Service 7 PM (Vicar  Frey)  “The Reason to Endure” 
     Wed., 3/17:     5:30 PM Italian Supper  Service 7 PM (Pastor Roebke) “Peace With God Through Our Lord Jesus Christ” 

     Wed., 3/24:     5:30 PM Pot Luck  Service 7 PM (Pastor Roebke) “No Longer Dead, But Alive” 
 

Holy Week: 
 

     Palm Sunday, March 28th 10:30 AM, Bible Study 9 AM 
     Maundy Thurs., 4/1, 7:00 PM: “We Preach Christ Crucified in His Holy Supper” 
     Good Friday, 4/2, 7:00 PM:     “Once for All Time” 
     Easter Sunday Breakfast, 4/4, 9:00 AM   
     Easter Sunday Service, 4/4, 10:30 AM:  “A Living Hope” 
 
 

We would like to thank our Pastor Roebke,  Pastor Werth from Abiding Faith in Smyrna, TN, as well as Pastor Chuck 
Westra and Vicar David Frey from Christ Our Savior in Columbia TN for taking the time to travel to, and share their 
sermons with each other’s Congregations.  
 

We also would like to thank our own Confirmands who have been doing the readings during the Lenten Midweek Ser-
vices.  They include James Bray, Emily Bray, Shayna Hess, Lily Roebke, Morgan Schubring, Ethan Wigley and  
Persephone Yarbrough. 

 

Easter for Kids                by Pearl Brooks 
 

Easter for Kids is in full swing. Pearl and her elves are busy getting things ready for 

the program. We are expecting lots of children and we will give them a fun filled Christ 

centered morning.  We have crafts planned, music with Pastor and later with Pearl, an 

Easter egg hunt, picture taking with Del, an Easter themed movie and lunch. 
 

In order for all this to happen we need your help. Lots of little people need big people 

to corral and herd them from station to station. Please come as a returning helper or if 

you haven’t helped yet please consider helping this year. I can guarantee you will have a 

great morning. You will go home tired but you will have helped share the Gospel with 

many little ones. 
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            March – comes in like a lion and out like a lamb or vice versa, perhaps, from a weather standpoint.  But I’d 

like to point you to the Lamb of God who meekly, obediently, sacrifices His sinless life for our salvation and then 

takes it up again - the Lion of Judah, the mighty King, conqueror of sin and death.  The preschool parents are 

invited to join the Lamb of God congregation in the Lenten Worship services. 

A Funny Story – the names are changed to protect the innocent.  Petunia accompanied her mother as she 

evaluated a new pet for purchase.  As mother asked her questions, the other adult present engaged Petunia in 

conversation and learned that she attended LLLC.  She asked about her friends and favorite preschool activities. 

A horrified mom heard her response; “ My best friend is George and the best thing is when we have pee races. 

We try to see who can pee the fastest and I always win.”  Can you just image what the hearer visualized?  When 

you stop laughing, it’s not too hard to figure out that what was reduced in the child’s explanation to a personal 

contest between two individuals was nothing more than encouragement via boy/girl competition (using separate 

bathrooms) to reduce noise and nonsense in the bathrooms in order to quickly move on to other activities.  

I share the story for two reasons: one; it is genuinely funny (I  probably ought to send it in to Readers 

Digest) and two; it clearly illustrates how easily any and all comments about people or incidents, not just by chil-

dren, can and often are misunderstood and taken out of context because of our own perspective or the perspec-

tive of the person sharing the information. When these comments are again passed on they are subjected to fur-

ther interpretation due to individual perspectives and suddenly (or sometimes gradually) non-events become ma-

jor negative issues though initially, maliciousness was never intended by those sharing the information. It’s called 

gossip and it’s hurtful, damaging and ugly to individuals and organizations alike.  Once set in motion, it is almost 

impossible to undo.  

A recent incident within the Madison/Huntsville schools is further illustration of this. A school was 

locked down and over two dozen students were questioned about the possibility of expected imminent school vio-

lence at the school in question. The rumors/gossip/concerns were the result of a conversation that was over-

heard between two students who were voicing their concerns to one another about the possibility of violence at 

their school because of the incidents that had occurred recently in the area. They had no knowledge or expecta-

tion of any specific event, but their overheard conversation took on a life of its own. 

There is a good reason for the old teacher/parent cliché’, “I’ll believe half of what your child tells me 

about what happens at home, if you’ll believe half of what s/he says happens at school.”  Please, if you have any 

concerns, speak first with the person involved and then with me if necessary and then we’ll all sit together if 

needed.  I’m thankful to know that same Lamb of God /Lion of Judah who readily forgives our sins of gossip 

stands ready to guide us in the use of our words.  One of the songs we teach the children includes the verse, 

“Oh, be careful little mouth what you say...”  It is good for all of us adults to remember this as well. 

   LLLC Corner   
    Elsa Cousins, Director   

Dear Friends,    Dear Friends,    Dear Friends,    Dear Friends,    Our sincere thanks to all of you for your prayers, visits, cards, phone calls, 
and encouragement.  Our special thanks to the Sunday School children for their creative 
and loving cards.   This has been a difficult time for Judy and me, and your love and sup-
port have been very important to us.   Pastor’s visits have been a special blessing.  People here 
at the center still talk about the sing-a-long with the Youth Group.   We are all wondering 
when I will be up and around again.  Lord willing, that is the goal.  At this 
point, it’s impossible to predict just how long that will take.  I did have a good 
last week with therapy using my new prosthesis.  I used the parallel bars on  
March 1st to stand several times.  We are both thankful for any and all progress.  
We appreciate your continued support and prayers.        In Christ,  Bill and Judy 
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Internet Parenting Within the Christian Family                  by Chris Crosby 
 

My name is Chris Crosby and I’m a network security analyst.  I’m a Certified Ethical Hacker and a Certified Information Systems 
Security Professional.  My job is to invent ways to protect computer networks from outside hackers, disgruntled employees and 
even employees who mean their company no harm but are tempted to use the Internet in ways that that do not represent the com-
pany’s interest.  I’m a father of two, a 4 year old and 6 year old.  That being said I have no idea how to mange a teenager or a young 
adult, for that reason this article’s primary focus is on the technical aspects of Internet Parenting. 

 

Nearly every home in the US has an Internet enabled device whether it’s a computer, smart phone or game 
counsel.  Many of our children and us have access to the Internet at home and it’s no mystery the Internet 
has material that is not pleasing to our Lord Jesus Christ.    
 

The first step in protecting your home is identifying the threats.  Most people think a computer virus is the 
most common threat from the Internet.  As Christians we know that the content and people on the Internet 
are far more dangerous than a small computer program that can slow down your computer or even steal 
your money.  Computers can be reloaded and money can be replaced but our physical health and spiritual 
well-being cannot be so easily repaired. 
 

The three specific threats that I will cover are: pornography, evil people and anti-Christian worldviews.  
Trying to keep these evils at bay can be a staggering task especially if your children are more skillful with a computer than you are. 
 

The three threats I described all rely on three common resources: privacy, privilege and secrecy.  Keeping the computer(s) in the 
living room is the easiest way to prevent bad behavior, without privacy most people will simply behave themselves.  Lack of pri-
vacy is still not enough, none of us can be home 100% of the time to “shoulder surf” each other.   
 

As parents its important to take ownership of the computer, know what a computer account is and the difference between a user 
account and an administrator account.  Don’t let children have administrator privileges on their computer or yours.  This will pre-
vent them from putting programs on the computer that you don’t want.  Before you do install new software do a simple Google 
search to determine if the software is used for good or evil.   
 

Privacy and account control do a lot to hold back the evil things on the Internet but still its not enough.  You will also need auditing.  
Auditing is when you look though your computer’s Internet history and “Events Log” to see what’s been happening while you were 
gone. In many cases the most telling sign of inappropriate activity is the absence of information.  Its important to let your users/
children know that you check them and their actions on the computer cannot be kept secret. 
       (Chris Crosby is a new member of the Lamb of God congregation) 

 

Introducing…  M.O.M.     By Pearl Brooks 

 

MORNING OUT MINISTRY 
 

We are very excited about our new outreach program for Lamb of God.  There 

will be very little spare time from now until September getting ready for our  

little ones.   We have lots of fun things planned.  It will be like a mini preschool.      

A bible story and theme for two weeks, crafts ,music, story -telling, building 

blocks to help with hand eye coordination, role playing with dressing up and house 

playing, and anything else we can think of to make this a fun filled experience.   

We have been having fun this week putting together a kitchen!  

We didn’t realize that we had to have an engineering degree too!   

Pearl, Nancy and Mary- excited volunteers. 
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Notes from the Youth Group…...by Pam Hess 
 

The Youth Group had a big success with the Valentines Dinner, raising over $300.  
Thanks to Becky Tauchen, who was a great help in that project.  The kids had a great 
time decorating and serving our guests, and we all hope you really enjoyed it.   It was 
the first taste of food serving for some of our youth, which made for a very interesting 
experience.   
The Roller Skating Party was super fun with a good turn out.  Brigitte Alexy per-
formed some roller skating moves and impressed us with her skating abilities.   
 

Upcoming Youth Schedule 
3/21 Pinecar Derby Workday - Anyone interested can bring their own car to work on, or there will be plenty of extras 
that we will bring along that you can purchase for $7.  We will bring all the tools and paints that are needed to make 
your car a fast, slick little derby car! 
4/10 Confirmation Class/Yard Work exercise afterwards. 
4/24 Confirmation Class/Horse Stable visit afterwards. 
5/1 Confirmation Class/Tentative visit to Madison Village 
5/2 Pine Car derby at Columbia, TN 
5/16 Confirmation of James Bray 
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Notes from the Notes from the Notes from the Notes from the 

Scriptorium IScriptorium IScriptorium IScriptorium I    
 
 

    Bart Leahy,  

 Council Secretary 

 
Have you ever wondered 
what the purpose of our 

synod is? Pastor is taking the Church Council through a 
series of devotions on the topic. We’re learning about the 
advantages of having synods, why they exist, and what 
their authority is in church affairs. I’ll try to throw in a 
lesson or two here as we come to learn more. Starting 
with the dictionary definition, though, a synod is a group 
of churches that is brought together to make or answer  
decisions of a doctrine.  
 

Pastor remains very busy on a variety of fronts, including 
participating in a public meeting with local clergy regard-
ing the shooting at Discovery Middle School, attending a 
district called workers conference, our church’s Web site 
task force, coordinating the Travel Canvass Witness stu-
dents, setting up a parenting class, and coordinating the 
church picnic. He is one busy man! 
 

We are still seeking men to fill out open positions on the 
Council, including Outreach, Inreach, and Buildings & 
Grounds. If you are interested in serving your church, 
please speak with one of us. We’re all pulling double (or 
sometimes triple) duty right now.  
 

Speaking of buildings and grounds, Tom is getting ready 
to paint the multipurpose room. We’re also looking at 
setting up an outdoor work day (4/10) soon to improve 
the condition of the church grounds. Volunteers welcome… 
 

The big discussion for the February meeting was the 
Morning Out Ministry (MOM), which Pearl Brooks, 
Nancy Kolodzne, and Mary Schumpert proposed as a 
babysitting service for 2 and 3 year olds. While I helped 
the MOM put their proposal together, the Council as a 
body needed to make decisions from the feedback of the 
congregation regarding the proposal. We also finalized 
the format of the proposal and came up with language to 
be included in our recommendation for the program. We 
appreciate all the input we received and the hard work the 
MOM team put in to make the proposal a stronger docu-
ment. The MOM program passed by unanimous acclama-
tion at a meeting after church on February 21. 
 

The Council’s next meeting will be March 25 (one week 
later than our usual meeting date) at 5:30 p.m. 

Mary Martha  
minutes 

  

Minutes for Mary Martha …Feb.14, 2010 

Happy Valentine’s Day!  The meeting 

opened with Pearl reading Psalm 130.  

In attendance were:  Pearl, Becky T, Becky 

M, Laura S, Pat, Beth, Chris, Nancy R, and Nancy K.  The minutes 

from our January meeting were read and approved.  
 

The treasurer’s report was given by Becky T.   $40.00 was taken 

in from offerings. There were no expenses. Total:  $2060.77.  It 

was explained to several new members that Mary Martha pur-

chases baptism crosses, hymnals for the confirmation class, wel-

come cakes and gift bags at Christmas.   The money collected in 

the mite boxes is forwarded to LWMS headquarters.  Becky be-

lieves that 75% of that amount goes to mission work. 
 

Lenten suppers will continue on Wednesday evenings.   Look for 

signup sheets on the table in the Narthex.   
 

It was decided that we will be having a pizza lunch after church on 

March 7
th

 to welcome the TCW workers.  Pizza will be purchased 

with a free will offering taken to help cover the cost.  We will also 

provide “salad fixings,” drinks, & cookies.  If anyone is able to 

help stuff door hangers for the TCW teams to hand out, let Pastor 

know.  Anyone who wants to help canvass is welcome too. 
 

Easter for Kids will be held on March 27
th

.  If you are able to help 

please let Pearl know.  There will be a pot luck breakfast for 

Easter on April 4
th

 at 9:00.  Watch for a signup sheet on the table 

in the Narthex. 
 

We will do a new member welcome after Easter. (4/25) Bad Girls 

of the Bible will be held on March 11 (this is a date change).   

Lunch will follow at Sakura’s in the Publix shopping center. 
 

Our next Meeting will be March 14
th

.  All women in the church are 

welcome to attend Mary Martha.  Hope to see you next time!  

The meeting closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

Original art by 

Jim WoodfinJim WoodfinJim WoodfinJim Woodfin    

Check out the upcoming 
events in april & may 

 
4/7 Parenting Class 
4/10 Yard Work Day 
4/14 Parenting Class 
4/21 Parenting Class 
4/24 Youth - Horse Farm Visit 
4/25 New Member Dinner and 
 Photos for new directory 
5/1 Youth - Madison Village Visit 
5/2 Pine Car derby 
5/16 James Bray Confirmation 
5/30 Church Picnic - Watch for  
 exciting details 
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WELS Kingdom Workers—Faith In Action (FIA) 

Travel Canvass Witness (TCW) consists of college 
students, and sometimes family members, from cam-
pus ministry programs and synodical schools. It’s ac-
tive during school breaks and vacations, lasting be-
tween one to 10 weeks, but some TCWs serve year-
round.  TCW was established over thirty years ago 
and grew into what FIA is today. In 2004, Joyce 
Beglinger became the facilitator. 

“I am proud and privileged to be a part of this divi-

sion of WKW.” Beglinger said.“FIA, with all of these areas has shown 

me the eagerness of lay people wanting to help spread the gospel, just 

as we are instructed to do. Their willingness to give of their time and 

talents is amazing. They set out to help a congregation and end up 

leaving with their own faith having been strengthened. Hearing the 

stories from both the host pastors and the volunteers has confirmed 

that God’s Word is powerful and complete.” 

WELS Kingdom Workers 

Celebrating 20 yearsCelebrating 20 yearsCelebrating 20 yearsCelebrating 20 years    

For us, WELS Kingdom Workers are a wonderful opportunity to supplement our church volunteer force with four Travel Canvass Witness (TCW) 
participants.  These students canvass the neighborhood with Pastor Roebke and church members to drop off flyers with information about our 
church.  Occasionally, they have the good fortune to have a face-to-face conversation with someone; to define something of interest, to invite, to 
answer questions, to try and strengthen the ties between the people of this area and God.  If we are successful in bringing one family to worship, one 
child to our Preschool or Morning Out Ministry (MOM) we have accomplished something of great importance to their lives. 
 

Here, we introduce the four TCW students, and we know you will all welcome them and assist them  as they help us as well. 
 

WELCOME STUDENTS! 
 

Aaron Schrimpf Aaron Schrimpf Aaron Schrimpf Aaron Schrimpf is 23 yrs old, grew up in Goodhue, MN and currently lives in Oronoco, MN.  He is on the pastor track at Mar-

tin Luther College and is working toward a final decision on his future.  He loves the outdoors, sight-seeing, trying new things, mov-
ies and video games.  Aaron knows that God is with him and believes that God helps him with the right words to say when speaking 
the Word of God, in its truth and purity.  He strives to please God and not man. 
 

Nathan Reich Nathan Reich Nathan Reich Nathan Reich is a junior at Martin Luther College, and 20 years old.  He will celebrate his 21st birthday on March 7th while he 

is visiting us here in Alabama.  He currently lives in Hutchinson, MN, a small town of 15,000 people where his father is a pastor.  His 
mother works in a bank and he has two brothers.  One older brother who is studying business at the University of MN and younger 
brother who is a junior at Great Plains Lutheran High School in SD.  Nathan is an elementary and secondary major at MLC with an 
emphasis in Social Studies.   His free time is spent traveling, biking, swimming, playing piano and organ, and hanging out with 
friends.  He wonders about his  future but pulls strength from God for the right path to follow. 
 

Kirstin Van Wagner Kirstin Van Wagner Kirstin Van Wagner Kirstin Van Wagner is 20 years old and was born and raised in Chesaning Michigan.  She graduated from Michigan Lutheran 

Seminary in Saginaw and is now a junior at MLC in the Early Childhood and Elementary program.  Besides classes, she works two 
jobs.  When the opportunities exist in her busy schedule, she enjoys reading, playing softball & basketball, and catching up on some 
much needed sleep!  She loves traveling and has been to Hong Kong  with England being her next destination.  Mission trips are a 
favorite where she helps to spread the Word to unchurched families.  She also wonders about her future, but remembers that God will 
not give us more than we can handle. 
 

Jessica Henning Jessica Henning Jessica Henning Jessica Henning is also a junior at MLC with a course of study in both Early Childhood and Elementary Education.  Her 

hometown is Redwood Falls, MN, which is only 45 minutes away from the college.  She plays on the Knight’s softball team and en-
joys most sports, singing and spending time with friends and family and working with children.  Jessica is uncertain how her life will 
play out, but goes to God in prayer for help to lessen some of the fears. 
 

TCW Schedule 
 3/1 6 PM  Arrival and Dinner/Orientation for Host Families, Students & Volunteers ! 
 3/2 9 AM  Neighborhood Canvassing Begins 
 3/7 After Service Door Offering for WELS Kingdom Workers 
 3/7 After Service TCW Pizza Lunch to welcome TCW and meet with Lamb of God Congregation 
 3/8 All Day  Day Off for Touring and Vacation 
 3/14 Morning  Aaron, Nathan, Kirstin, and Jessica depart 


